EDD Online 4.0

(Innsbruck Digitalised Version of Joseph Wright's English Dialect Dictionary,
1898-1905)

The Use of EDD Online 4.0 —
A Short Guide

Second edition

Manfred Markus

English Department, University of Innsbruck, Austria

© Manfred Markus
Innsbruck, November 2022



Note

This Guide is a “survival kit” that focuses on the most essential search routines of
EDD Online 4.0. For a more detailed analysis of the internet platform and an in-depth
discussion of its research potential, use the monograph Markus 2021. Only this
Guide, however, is based on version 4.0 of the interface. The main modifications and
improvements in this version will be mentioned and explained on the following 30-
plus pages.
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1. Introduction: Basic search for strings in headwords

What can you search for on the interface?

Figure 1 shows us the basic (“simple”) version of the interface.
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Figure 1: Query for headword with activated sub-filter ~zumour (in filter usage labels)

Clicking "headword" (top left), or rather, leaving this default mode as it is, means
working in the "simple" mode, which allows for the basic retrieval of any headword
(*) or a specific headword to be typed into the search box (top left). The result is an
alphabetical list of headwords in accordance with any of the filters or sub-filters,
optionally activated on the right and documented by the search protocol (top right).
For example, the string humour has been triggered by opting for one of the eight
display filters (top right). These filters can be activated in isolation or combination,
with the protocol always giving evidence of the possibly complex arrangement of
filters.

The general structure of the interface is as follows: As Figure 1 shows, the vertical
dividing line keeps the “retrieval window” on the left apart from the “entry window”
on the right. The light green zones above the two windows contain the “search
parameters” (on the left) and the “filters” (on the right). Some of the filters have “sub-
filters”; for example, the filter dialect areas has three sub-filters: county, region, and
nation. The dark bar below the filters keeps three further tools at the users’ disposal:
map, image, and context. They will be discussed in due course below.



The options of combining parameters (such as headword) on the left and filters (or
sub-filters) on the right are restricted according to rational or linguistic criteria of
compatibility. As we were searching in Figure 1 for a pragmatic usage label
(humour), it would not make much sense to be simultaneously looking for sources
because they refer to different parts of entries than the usage labels. The sources
mainly refer to the quotations provided by the EDD to give evidence. To mark
incompatible search criteria (both filters and parameters), we have made
unacceptable buttons decidedly more visible than earlier by adding a red semi-frame.

2, Retrieval-window (simple mode)

Figure 1 also demonstrates that the options in the left half of the interface are the
following (beginning top left):

2.1. Search

In the search box, users may put in strings (irrespective of capitalisation), either as
such (e.g. house means immanent truncation on either side) or explicitly truncated at
the beginning or end of a string (*house or house™). If truncation is to be excluded,
the search string has to be given in double quotation marks ("house"). If users want
to search for no particular string, but for all strings fulfilling the demands of activated
filters, they just type in an asterisk (*).

2.2, Last result (within search box)

This button allows piggy-back queries, i.e. searches within the sub-set of the findings
of a previous search, thus encouraging searches of greater complexity or "second-
thought" searches.

Note that the last result button only allows second-thought queries within the set of
headwords (or rather: their entries) previously found, so that a change of the
parameter (for example, to compounds) only functions within that set frame. On the
activation of new filters, users should, in their reference back to the entries previously
found, type in an asterisk * in the search box, thus making sure that all these entries
of the previous search are now at their disposal. If they by mistake leave the search
string of the first search in the search box, the /ast-result search will lose the matches
of the first search.

The last-result button is a very useful tool in cases when a search is likely to produce
an unacceptably high number of retrievals or is based on too many simultaneous
filters. Users should then proceed step by step. The last-result button can also
repeatedly be used and, thus, paves the way to more complex queries. For example,
a combination of "horse" and "stop" as defining terms, paired with the filter part of
speech (= interjection) and with the filter dialect area (all English counties), provides
a list of nine interjections addressed to horses, mostly with the meaning "stop!", and
relates them to dialect areas.



2.3. Go (the orange button)

Starts the query and produces a list of up to 20,000 matches, plus the parameters or
items of filters the user has asked for. The limit of 20,000 has been necessary to keep
our server from “revolting”. However, if more matches are available, they are, in
addition to the reproduced ones, also counted (up to 100.000), with the frequency
number appearing above the retrieval list. We have implemented this function in view
of the probably mainly quantitative, rather than qualitative, interest of users in hyper
long lists of findings.

2.4. Clear

Deletes whatever has been searched for or previously retrieved. This deletion
includes maps, entry images and whatever else has been previously activated in the
filters.

2.5. Simple/advanced

The activated mode appears in bold. As an alternative to simple, advanced opens a
new window with possible queries that are more specific than those for the
headwords, for example, for definitions (i.e. semantically interesting strings) or for
phrases (idioms).

2.6. Headword

This standard parameter opens the basic mode of searching for headwords (or
"lemmas"). Note that some of Wright's headwords are not lexemes in the modern
linguistic sense, but phonemes (very rarely, particularly at the beginning of the letter
A, i.e. when Wright and his team were still experimenting with what to include),
bound morphemes, derivations, compounds, combinations, and phrases. Almost all
headwords are accompanied by their part of speech, for example, GO, v. — the other
headwords that are not are variants accompanied by cross references, as in the entry
BED-HOUSE, where the information “see BEAD-HOUSE” is added.

2.7. Full text

This mode is recommended mainly for tentative queries, for example, when users
wish to know whether a string or filter keyword exists at all within the Dictionary.
This mode only reproduces the search strings without the entries they belong to. It
does not allow any combination with any other parameter or with a filter. As with the
headwords, this mode allows truncation. However, unlike headword searches, it
allows for case-sensitivity.

2.8. Original result

This box (see Figure 1) by default presents the matches of a search in the original
order of the Dictionary. With headword retrievals, the “original” order is probably
the basic and most important mode. But various other sorting modes are also



available in this box. For example, in searches for compounds the "original" mode is
that of the alphabetised headwords, whereas the user will probably prefer an
alphabetical order of the compounds themselves, taken out of their headword and
entry context. There are further sorting modes that isolate the retrieved “columns”
and quantify the tokens of the types found in a query. Moreover, sensible
combinations are on offer, for example, column 2 with 3 and column 3 with 2, where
"column" always refers to the hierarchy level of the parameters and filters involved
in a query. The number and type of the sorting options depends on the complexity of
a combined query. Figure 2 demonstrates one of the options available, column 3 with
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2, based on a query for the string house as part of compounds, with the filter dialect
areas (sub-filter: all English counties) combined:

Figure 2: Column 3 with 2 sorting mode for compounds with house in all English counties,
with all sorting options opened for demonstration

2.9. Reverse box

The Reverse box on the right-hand side of the retrieval half of the interface, blocked
in the case of Figure 2 owing to the specific sorting mode, generally permits a reverse
order mode, with findings arranged alphabetically as seen from their word ends
(which may be of interest for suffix or rhyme-word studies).



3. Entry window

The entry window is what you get on the right-hand side of the interface when you
click on a retrieved result in the list of retrievals on the left (as shown in Figure 1
earlier).

3.1. Survey

The options of the right half of the interface (above the entry window) are the
following:

search protocol: This wide box documents all steps of queries, including the
advanced query routines and the filters (excluding sub-filters, however). This tool is
particularly useful in the case of complex queries, with different filters involved.

The box of the protocol is often too small to show all the parameters and filters
selected (e.g. counties), but when the user moves the mouse into the protocol box,
the complete list of the filters pops up (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Pop-up window of the search protocol, with all English counties selected

At the right end of the protocol box there is a memory function — an arrow for
recalling previous search commands.

The big group of the search filters allows for (in the order listed in the interface from
left to right): (1) dialect areas, (2) usage labels, (3) parts of speech, (4) sources, (5)
phonetics, (6) morphemics, (7) etymology, and (7) time spans. As mentioned earlier,
some of the filters have a small red semi-frame — these are the filters that are not



acceptable in the case of a given parameter (in Figure 2: compounds). All the other
filters are compatible with both each other and the given parameter.

In the following, we will discuss all the filters, irrespective of their acceptability in
special cases, in detail.

3.2. Dialect area

"Area" is the cover term for "county", "region" and "nation". The counties, such as
Yorkshire (Yks.), are arranged nation-wise, with England followed by (the whole of)
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Australia, Canada, and the USA. The counties listed also
include individually named sub-sections, in particular, cities, and, occasionally,
rivers (to be activated by ticking part), and also fuzzy references, such as "some parts
of x" or "west of x in y". Moreover, some of the precise references to counties are
specified by directions of the compass: north, southeast, etc. In the headline of the
dialect filter we have, therefore, provided four sub-filters: prec(ise), part, fuzzy and

directions (see Figure 4).
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Figure 4: Interface with activated dialect filter "Yorkshire" and the activated sub-filter
"directions"

Figure 4, in line with the activated sub-filter, demonstrates the retrieval of only those
Yorkshire references that are specified by direction (e./w. etc.). The default mode for
the use of the four sub-filters, however, is to have them all included. If users want to



limit their query to the precise data of dialect attribution, they have to keep prec
marked and cancel the other three options.

The relationship between the three area types (county, region and nation) and the
four modes of precision/sub-filters (prec, fuzzy, part, and directions) is such that
queries of all areas theoretically allow a combination with all four precision modes.
However, as a matter of fact, region and nation mainly produce precise or fuzzy
results, but no outputs for both part and directions.

The second area-group, regions, such as w.Cy. (for 'West Country'), is generally
structured in the same way as that of the counties, with England, Ireland etc. on top.
But the third area group, nations (such as USA), is much shorter than the county lists
and, therefore, simply arranged alphabetically, without any sub-classification. Note,
however, that after the thirteen “nations”, from Australia to the West Indies, another
group, Colonial, had to be offered for occasional references in the EDD to the West
Indies and other 19th-century colonies of the UK. The West Indies are also listed
under regions as the only sub-division of Colonial.

All three types of areas — counties, regions and nations — can be combined with each
other, by either "AND" or "OR" in the Boolean sense. This is allowed through the
respective headline of the entry window (see Figure 5), which shows the result of a
query for headword in both Ireland and the US (Boolean AND).
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Figure 5: Combination of dialect areas (USA AND Ireland) for any headwords



Note that the OR- versus AND-option generally refers to different levels at the same
time: (1) the sub-filters (nation/region/county) in relation to each other; (2) the
keywords within these sub-filters, no matter which sub-section of the sub-filters they
belong to, so that Yorkshire can be combined with Edinburgh, but also with any
region or non-UK nation. The only limitation is that OR (like AND) is always valid
for all activated features alike. A combination of the type (Ireland) AND (USA OR
Amer.) 1s not possible in this mode, but can be achieved with the help of the /ast-
result button (mentioned earlier, 2.2.). Qua filter, however, dialect areas — in
searches for headwords — can be combined with any other filter, such as parts of
speech or usage labels, where the implicit logic for the filters is always Boolean
AND, whereas the sub-filters and keywords can be related by either OR or by AND.

In addition to the Boolean options OR and AND, we have also implemented ONLY.
This option helps to retrieve the areal specificity of certain lexemes or features. The
button allows for more than one keyword at a time, but the retrieval list will keep the
area-specific results apart. The ONLY option is an excellent tool for creating valid
county glossaries.

Users not at all interested in specific dialect areas, but, for example, in figurative
language use or in flora, may wish to cover all dialects at a time. For such users the
headline button select all can be activated, both on the general level and on the
specific level of either nations or regions or counties.

Dialect areas concerned by a particular query can be visualised by the map-button
(on the right of the entry window). This triggers off either a map of the UK or of the
world, depending on which areas have been found in the retrieval window. When
users click on a headword, all the areas listed under that headword are shown on the
map. If, however, users have searched for, say, compounds and also selected dialect
area, the entry window will show three columns, the headwords in the left column,
the compounds in the middle, and the dialect areas in the right column. In this case
the map will selectively show all the dialect areas attributed to the compound of
interest. Note that the map of dialect distribution will only be produced according to
the quantifications of the column 2 counted sorting mode.

In addition to the normal outline maps of the counties and of other regional
subdivisions, a physical map and a hybrid map are available (for the UK). The zoom-
box, which, together with the outline map, is demonstrated by Figure 6, is a smart-
tag device that pops up according to the cursor’s position on the map. It also provides
both a county's abbreviation and its full name.
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Figure 6: Highlighting Lancashire with pop-up zoom

3.3. Usage labels

The search filter usage labels reflects the EDD's abundant application of usage
information. Such labels are frequent not only in occurrence (as tokens), but also in

type: frequency, vreliability, semantics,
morphology, and syntax (see Figure 7).

pragmatics,

phonology,

prosody,
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Figure 7: The sub-filters of the filter usage labels, with the keywords of the sub-filter
frequency opened

To keep the lists of options, for example, of the markers of pragmatic relevance, in
moderate length, we have normalised the terms and abbreviations of the Dictionary
so that sometimes half a dozen or more strings (such as emphasis, emph., emphatic,
emphatically, emphasise, stressed, stress, highly stressed etc.) were reduced to just
one (emphatic). This principle was generally applied whenever necessary. For
example, the list of semantic features presented to the users of our interface is also a
normalised one, in line with modern linguistic terminology.

3.4. Parts of speech

In this menu, a list of eighteen word classes, from adjective to verb, is available.
"Hybrids" of word classes, however, have been split: in "verbal noun" and "adverbial
adjective", for example, noun and adjective have been classified as word classes, but
the specifying attributes have been marked by the tag grammar and can be traced via
the usage labels in the sub-filter syntax.

To illustrate, Figure 8 shows the surprisingly long list of interjections (745 matches)
after a search for them without any further specification.
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Figure 8: Search for all headwords that are interjections

3.5. Sources

Four types of sources have been kept apart, generally in line with Wright's own
practice (Figure 9).

IN (fulltext) FOR (Aasen Norsk Ordbog (1873)) I = l
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Aasen Norsk Ordbog (1873)
Abbott, R. L.| gen ref
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AElfrics Gran|
Ainslie Pilgrimage Land of Burns (1892)

Alexander, W. Johnny Gibb of Gushetneuk/Ain Folk (1871, 1875)

Atkinson Glossary Cleveland (1868/1876) (=n.Yks.1)

Bailey, N. Universal Etymoalogical English Dictionary (1721/1770)

Baker Glossary Northamptonshire (1854) (=Nhp.1)

Ballymena Observer, ed. W. J. Knowles (1892)

Banks Provincial Words at Wakefield (1865)

Barnes Grammar & Glossary Dorset (1863) / Poems of Rural Life (1848) (=Dor.1)

Aasen, lvar—Norsk Ordbog med Dansk Forklaring. Christiania, 1873.

O00o0o0oooooooa0o
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Figure 9: Sub-filters of sources, with the first source reference opened and highlighted
(whereas the background is faded)

The four options of sources are dialectal (selection), literary (selection), dial. and lit.
(complete), and unprinted. The third (complete) option is difficult to access due to its
enormous length and also its generally non-transparent abbreviations. It is a merger
of the first two lists, the dialectal and the literary one, but it also lists many other
titles, names and abbreviations for which the attribution to either of the two groups
would have been questionable and was difficult or impossible for us to achieve. Users
may wish to identify authors or titles from this comprehensive list, or they may
consider the selected lists, which are about a fifth or less of the whole, as a "survival
kit" for retrieving dialectal secondary titles, on the one hand, and "literature", on the
other.

Both the dialectal and the literary selection of titles have been considerably revised
for EDD 4.0. The dialectal list includes all authors and/or titles quoted by Wright at
least two hundred times. With the literary sources, the same principle of selection has
prevailed, but we have also included a few titles that seemed of interest owing to the
author’s or work’s reputation. The select-all option, now available for all subtypes
of sources, has newly been implemented to allow for comparative source studies.
Given the large number of source titles, particularly in the complete list, users of the
select-all options should reckon with longer times of retrieval.

The fourth type of source references is unprinted. This is a complete list of the full
names of various helpers who contributed to Wright’s project in the form of letters
or slips sent to him or by word of mouth. Users can select individual names of
contributors that we have been able to identify, or they can summarily opt for the
unidentified abbreviations of contributors/correspondents.

As Figure 9 also shows, the printed titles can be smart-tagged, thus presenting the
full title of a book or several titles of books of the listed author. This transparency of
what a name or title stands for was also implemented for all titles of the complete
list, but, unlike the selections, the keywords on that list were not regularised or
normalised. They were edited up to a point (the blue colour stands for our additions
or considerable changes/corrections to Wright's bibliographical information in his
references), but they essentially come in the shape of the first and usually most
common abbreviation used in the EDD. Users interested in all these — often
inconsistent and sometimes non-transparent — abbreviations and what we decided
they stand for may open the Excel-table offered at the very top of our interface (EDD
References). They can find two tables there, one for printed and the other for
unprinted sources. The extremely long table of printed sources, at its end, includes
the source abbreviations used in the Supplement; they are added to our Excel table
as a separate block in green fonts. They are new abbreviations standing for new
sources, many of them from the early 1900s.
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Despite its limits, the present bibliography is much more comprehensive and
transparent than the book version, and given the great share of titles filled in by us
(about a third of all titles), we can boast of having considerably improved the quality
of the EDD bibliography by our editorial work (though there is still space for further
source identification).

3.6. Phonetics

Wright's phonetic transcription is very similar to the IPA transcription (International
Phonetic Association), which was to become standard in the 20th century, the main
difference being that word accent is marked in the EDD by a high dot after the
stressed syllable of a word, rather than by a stroke before it. Special symbols of
transcription, as well as diacritics, can be produced by users with the help of the
keyboard which opens when users click on the filter phonetic. The order of the special
characters and diacritics on this keyboard is simple: the keyboard first lists the vowels
from a and its "derivatives" (such as the ash-ligature), then the “variants” of e, i, o
and u; in a final line, it provides consonants and diacritics, such as the raised dot.

The keyboard is also meant to be used for the production of special characters in
whatever context, i.e. outside the search for phonetic transcriptions, for example, in
full-text queries. As Figure 10 shows, this is the mode offered first ("keyboard use
only"). It is, in fact, the default mode.

[_] EDD references [] EDD ONLINE Guide [ ] contact

DD Online 4.0 KB

[ last result search protocol X IN (phonetic transcription in full text)

search in search filters

) headword O full text [ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ] [ phonetic ] [ etymology ]

[ usage labels ] [ sources ] [ morphemic ] [ time spans ]

407 items in 362 entries found B Reverse | entry
various/total 407 = — = - o = .

i 1 ajlalala|a|le|ala|k|e|x|a

Jarlay 2 = — = = = z = " —

b 2 e|é|e|le|e|le|é|ée|é|le|a|B

Janaxi 1 o - - = - - g

farexi 1 | ! ! | I I 1

boy 2 = - = — 5 .. = = -

- . 0|0|(0|0|Q|Q|O o‘o 0 @‘w‘(f|oe|oe

be-rdeayx 1 = _ x . = o

bext 1 ujujujujuju|y

bixt 1 .

bjax 1 GDéaabbn\I\s\x\ \i\

baxl 2

bla-dey 1 O keyboard uss only

bli-xan 1

Bos 3 (e} phonetic transcription of headwords @ phonetic transcription in full text

b IX 1 note: incorrect ref. to dialect areas

ra‘fnsx

Figure 10: Search for <y> (velar fricative) qua phonetic transcription in fill text

The search in Figure 10 was triggered by the activation of the now-blue button on
the right bottom. This search function only includes signs or strings that are marked
in the text as phonetic transcriptions, that is, by square brackets. Note that “full text”
also appears as a main parameter in contrast to headword (top left in Figure 10);
searches on this “channel” include every single sign or string in a retrieval, in our
case the Greek letter y, irrespective of its possibly non-phonetic function.
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3.7. Morphemics

This filter permits the opening of a limited list of common bound suffixes and
prefixes, such as —ing and be-. Since word compositions with at least one bound
morpheme are, by definition, derivations, the morphemic query automatically refers,
on the one hand, to the parameter of derivations (in the expanded mode), and, on the
other, to headwords, which are included in this query because entries themselves are
occasionally derivations. In other words, morphemic is simply an icon implemented
for the sake of convenience. You select a prefix or suffix, which is then automatically
copied into the query box and applied on both headwords and derivations. Needless
to say, users may also search for bound morphemes of their choice that are not listed
in the morphemic selection. But then they have to search twice: once for headwords
and then for derivations.

The selective lists of affixes have been limited to morphemes relevant to word
formation. Grammatical morphemes, such as the third person singular —s, have been
excluded.

The example of a morphemic filter in Figure 11 provides all strings ending with -
able and attested to all English counties (132 items).

*able [ lastresult [ search protocol *able IN (headword, derivations) FOR (Bedfordshire OR Berkshire OR Eul - l

search in search filters
headword () full text [ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ] [ phenetic ] [ etymelogy ]
[ usage |abels ] [ sources ] [ morphemic ] [ time spans ]
192 foms in 130 o ound m Reverse | enty
UNGREEABLE - UNKEN, v Sc. Nhb. Dur. Cum. Wm. Yks. Lan. Also -
elan.1 in forms onken Sc. (Jam.); oonken Abd. Kcd. [enke n.]
3 ° : To fail to know or recognize; to be ignorant. See Ken, v.
UNGUIDEABLE, adj. Edb. Unkenning how to carp or mourn, Their joy to spoil,
UNGUIDEABLE MacauLay Poems (1788) 130. Rnf. Weester Rhymes (1835) 91
YKs. Lnk. Wheeze me to unken mysell, Or breadth | stan' on, STRUTHERS
B Poet. Tales (1838) 83
UNKEN, v. Hence (1) Unkennable, adj (a) not recognizable; (b)
I Unkennable imperceptible, inconspicuous; (c) innumerable; (2) Unkenned
or Unkent, ppl. adj. unknown, strange, unfamiliar;
n.Yks.2 of no repute; (3) Unkensome, adj. unknown; (4) unkent
e.Yks.1 by, phr. unknown to; (5) unkent in, (6) unkent to, phr.
ignorant of, unfamiliar with
s . (1, a) n.Yks.2 To me he was varry unkennable. e.Yks.1 1S,
UNLIVERABLE, adj. add. (TH.) (b) n.Yks.2 (c) Cld. We war surprisit wi' the soun’
UNLIVERABLE of an onkennable nummer of sma’ bells, Edb. Mag. (Sept 1818)
i 155 (Jam.). (2) Sc. (Jam.); Her backbane wanders through her

Figure 11: *able as a morphemic query feature, with beginning of retrieval list and the
sample Unkennable opened

3.8. Etymology

In the "comments" of the entries (see 4.5), the EDD keeps referring to etymological
roots. The etymology filter not only often provides the main earlier languages that
Late Modern English dialect is based on, such as Old English and Norwegian, but
allows access to many cognates, such as from Gothic and Low German (cf. Chamson
2014). In a query, the filter provides the languages searched for, the etyma/words of
these languages and, as usual, the headwords involved. Figure 12 shows the 185
matches of a search for Dutch etymologies, combined with the filter of all county
dialects of England. The map — I have selected the relative per mille option — shows
the different degrees of Dutch influence in the English counties.
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search | _Jease-sens. [ last resut_ | lm* IN (headword) FOR (Bedfordshire OR Berkshire OR Buckinghamshire ] ~ '
search in search filters
B headword [ fulltext [ dilectareas | [ pars ofspeech | | phonetics ] [ etymology ]
[ usage labels ] [ sources ] [ morphemics ] [ time spans ]
o 5 s e . e
1LW.2 " -
Kent 164
P » [N Lo o pve |- oot viES
Ken.1 53 1 .
Ken.2 17
Lancashire 232 2
Lan. 163
Lan.1 69
Leicestershire 74 o oeos
Lei 20 1050
Lei.1 54 = ;;A
Lincolnshire 159 0= s
Lin 126 O s
Lin.1 33 Ho:
London 10 B a0
Lon. 10 M =00
Middlesex 2 q
Iid. 2
Norfolk 109
Nrf. 75
Nrf.1 34
Northamptonshire 159
Nhp. 46
Nhp.1 91
Nhp.2 2
Northumberland 416
Nhb. 175
Nhb.1 24
Nottinghamshire 78
Not. 42
Not.1 22
Not.2 13
Not.3 1
Oxfordshire 22
Oxf. 1
Oxf.1 1
Durblamdrhia an

Figure 12: Search for dialect words in English counties affiliated with Dutch etymology
(incl. Old and Middle Dutch and Flemish), plus distribution map with regard to counties

The map reveals the relatively strong impact of Dutch on dialect in Kent and along
the North Sea coast up to Northumberland and along the Scottish border. It is based
on the county-specific figures visible in the retrieval window after they have gone
through a process of being normalised in relation to the sum total of references to the
counties concerned, irrespective of the additional reference to the Dutch/Flemish
etymological background.

When areas outside the UK are concerned, a world map pops up instead of the more
usual map of the British Isles. Note that there are also two alternative options of maps
in addition to the "political" (i.e. outline) map, a physical map and a hybrid one.
Whichever option is preferred, one can always click on an area-specific abbreviation,
for example, Yks., to see on the map where it is, what the abbreviation stands for and
what the numerical basis of the attributed colour is..

The etymological filter also allows searches for specific etyma, including possibly
morphemic strings as well as graphemes, such as <&> and <3>, with both strings and
languages provided. The sorting routine offers the option of getting the findings in a
language-specific order so that all Old English etyma, for example, are found side by
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side. The strings searched for have to be typed into the general query box. Figure 13
illustrates this option with the string <a&> by showing an extract of the screen.

[] EDD references. [] EDD ONLINE Guide [ ] contact

DD Oniine 4.0 B

(] last result search protocol

search in advanced search filters

[ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ] [ phonetic ]
] [ ]

etymology

[ headword (] full text [
[ time spans ]

[ usage labels sources ] [ morphemic

153 items in 138 entries found M Reverse | entry
Dan. sprastte
Goth. nagl
Icel. saing
Icel. sang
lcel. taegja
Icel. tema
Icel. teeta
MDan. hamaer
ME. haese
ME. bri ampres were an mancyn ar
his to-cyme
Merc. aachir
mod. Icel. gardstaedi
MSw. gaestning
Nhb. ahher
Norw. dial. aett
Norw. dial. blaabeer
Norw. dial. faerig
Norw. dial. haesa
Norw. dial. heggjebaer
Norw. dial. horngjeela
Norw. dial. kjaera
Norw. dial. laam
Norw. dial. skrael
Norw. dial. smaere
OE. freec

@ OR O AND (O ONLY

select all search etymological string

jO000o0o0oooobOO0O0oO0opooDooobooo

Figure 13: Words with ash-ligature arranged language-wise (filter etymology)

3.9. Time spans

The EDD does not offer any direct information on the time of usage of a certain form
or word, but only the dates of the sources provided for evidence (in the case of written
sources). These source references, of course, do not equally cover all periods of the
English language, given that the EDD, unlike the OED, is not primarily a historical
dictionary. Nevertheless, the generally large number of source references allows for
valid conclusions concerning the time of usage.

Our pool of dates is only one of years; months and other more precise information
had to be ignored. Circumscriptive time references, however, of the type "in the first
quarter of the 19th century", have been normalised and transformed into clear
numbers of years or of spans of years (in this case, to 1801-1825).

Users can activate either of two modes: time span or exact or truncated year (see
Figure 14).
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I 20w -

search filters

[ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ] [ phonetic ] [ etymology ]
[ usage labels ] [ sources ] [ morphemic ] [ time spans ]
map image @ context v
refers to whole entry refers to search string
span of time between 700 and 1904 exact or truncated year |:|
from: | | fo: | | ’W [] date of public. (] date of edit. [] fuzzy date

Figure 14: The two modes of time reference

In the first mode, users may fill in two years to mark the span of time they are
interested in, such as 1840 to 1849, and thus produce a list of the headwords whose
time of popularity, i.e. the phase of publication dates, overlaps at least at one point in
time with the searched time span. Entries are excluded in retrievals if their spans of
time do not overlap with the spans searched for.

The query result of mode 1 is illustrated in Figure 15, with the entry-specific spans
of time in the retrieval window on the left and the first entry opened.

* last result [ clear || search protocol *IN (headword) AND (time span)

search in search filters:
¢ headword full text [ dialectarea ] [ part of speech ] [ phonetic
[ usage label ] [ source ] [ morphemic
|ABR\COCK= sb. ABRICOCK, sb. Chs. Som_[ea*brikok | The apricot.
1548-1636 See Apricock.
. Chs.13 Abrecock, an apricot. Som. (B. & H.); w.Som.1 Our
ABRON- adJ abricocks 'ont be fit to pick vor another fortnight.
1501-1600 [Malus armeniaca is called in Greeke, Melea armeniace,
F in highe duche Land ein amarel baume, in the dioses of
REUSERUL, E6 Cold Kardumeiker baume, in fréch Ving abricottier, &
1601-1700 some englishe mé& cal the fruite an Abricok, W. Turner
ACHE. sb.3 Names of Herbes (1548). 52: The fruit is named... in
%579 1679 English, Abrecoke, Aprecock, and Aprecox, GerarD
o (1638) 1449. Port. albricoque, Sp. albaricoque, It. albercocca,
ADASHED, adj albicocea, Arab. al-burqlig, Gr. mpaikdkiov (Byzantine BepIKOKKIQ
1677-1677 pl), Lat. praecoquum, early ripe.]
ADAWDS, adv.
1684-1684
ADOORS, adv.
1629-1629
ADREAMED, adj
1634-1693
AGIVE, v.
1681-1681
AILDY, adj
1697-1697
AIRISH, ad.
1641-1641
ALANTOM, adv.
1686-1686
ALENTH, adv.
1679-1679
ALEXANDER(S, sb.
1580-1580 =

Figure 15: Search for time span (= mode 1), with example of entry ABRICOCK



19

The second mode of the time filter (see again Figure 14) is meant for temporal close-
up studies. Here, searches for time do not refer to entries as a whole (as in mode 1),
but to their sub-sections, for example, compounds or variants. This higher degree of
referential precision is, of course, an advantage. However. if users type in the year
number "1840", only exact hits are retrieved, unfairly excluding cases with sources
from, for example, 1839 and 1841. Therefore, this pinning down of dates to a single
year also has a clear disadvantage. It could, however, be of interest, for example, for
users focusing on a particular year, such as the last years covered by Wright, 1903
and 1904. Moreover, truncation is possible: "190*" means "1900" to "1905" (there is
no later year). By the same token, a search for “18*” in this mode includes the whole
of the 19th century and retrieves the exact years concerned.

4. Retrieval window (general tools and advanced mode)

4.1. General mode of highlighting and use of colour

In the retrieval window, on the left of the interface, the entries are always
automatically added (in capital letters). The strings of the query appear in boldface.
The clicked and, thus, opened element (headword, or whatever) is marked by a
vertical stroke to the left of that element. In the entry window (on the right) the
elements searched for are highlighted. Here the main units of the entry come in
different colours: the headwords in blue, the parts of speech in red, etc. The text is
presented without the line-breaking of words by hyphens and other layout details that
are liable to "confuse" the computer, but with the (frequent) complemented units of
complex lexemes that were abbreviated in the original by hyphens (and are now
marked by a light grey).

An alternative mode of presentation is that of the original images of the EDD entries,
as found and reproduced from the paper version, in black and white. Users, including
my own team, can, thus, always check the correctness of our editing. Figure 16 shows
us this basic marking policy for PENT-HOUSE, one of the 53 findings in a query for
house.



E=EIl house last result

search in

# headword full text

CORF-HOUSE, sb.
CORSE-HOUSE, sb
CWOSE-HOUSE
DILLY-HOUSE, sb. [§]
DOVER-HOUSE, sb
ENGINE-HOUSE, sb_[5]
GODDLE-HOUSE, sb
GUSSET-HOUSE, sb.
GUYHIRN LIGHTHOUSE, phr.
FHIP-HOUSE, sb. [F]
HOUSE, sb.1, v.
HOUSE, sb.2
HOUSE, sb.3
HOUSE
HOUSE, sb.
HOUSEL, sb., adj.
HOUSELINGS, sb
HOUSELLING, adj.
HOUSEN, v.
HOUSEN
HOUSEY, ad).
HOUSEY, adv.
HURLEY-HOUSE, sb.
IRISH-HOUSE, sb
MINCH-HOUSE, sb
NEAT-HOUSE, sb
NET-HOUSE
OVERHOUSE-MEN, sb.
| PENTHOUSE, sb
PLEDGE-HOUSE, sb.
RASP-HOUSE, sh.
SLATERHOUSE, sb
SLEE-HOUSE, sb.
THOUSE, prep., conj
TOMB-HOUSE, sb.
UNHOUSENED, ad).

W Reverse
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search protocol house IN (headword)

advanced ]| search filers

[ dialect areas parts of speech ] [ phonetic J [ etymology J

]
] [ sources ] [ morphemic J [ time spans J

“ | PENTHOUSE, sb Nhb. Dur. Lakel Yks. Chs. Stf

Der. Not. Lei. Nhp. War. Wor. Shr. Hrf. Hnt. Suf. Ken

Som. Dev. Cor. Alse in forms paintice Der.2 nw Der 1;
pentas Nhb.1 Lakel 1 Cum 14; penters Ken ; pentes

Cum_; pent-hus War ; pentice Chs. 13 s Wor. Shr1

w Som 1 nw Dev.1 Cor; pentis Hrf 2 Suf 1; pentus Cum ;
pentys w.Yks 3 [pe-ntas, pe'ntis.] 1. Ashed attached to
the side of a house, esp. the shed belonging to a smithy,
where horses stand to be shod

Nhb.1 Dur. Mass=aLL Review (1808) | 122. Lakel.1 Cum.

She thrusts out her lip leyke a pentes, Anperson Ballads (ed.

1840) 30; We com anunder a terrable lang pentus, Saraisson Joe
Scosp (1831) 14; Cum.14, w.Yks.3, Chs.13, Stf.1, Der.2, nw.Der.1,
Not.1, Lei.1, War. (J.RW.), War.3 Wor. Blacksmith's shop with

pent house, Evesham Jm. (May 19, 1900). ne.Wor. (JW.P.),

3.Wor. (H.K.), Shr.1, Hrf.2, Hnt. (TPF.), Suf.1, Ken. (G.B.).

Som. (W.F.R.] w.Som.1 Paintees. Applied solely to the shed
belonging to & smith's shop, where horses stand to be shod

{Always so cslled, and so pronount
often seen before & cottage door.
Haumonp Gor. Parish (1897) T6. Book: 4, Page: 47
2. Canvas or tarpaulin to lay of -
on a wagon. Suf.1 3. A hen-col

[ usage labels

Columns: 1, Start =375 b=14081=325.r=1585, Next: nu

[1. Pentyce, of an howse endé] DCPENTHOL!SE. sb, Nhb. Dur. Lakel. Yks. Chs. Stf
r. Not. Lei. Nhp. War, Wor. Shr. Hrf. Hnt. Suf. Ken.
shortened form of appentice.] Som. Dev. Cor.  Also in forms paintice Der.? nw.Der.!;

tas Nhb' Lakel! Cum.!*; penters Ken,; pentes
um.; penthus War.; pentice Chs'® s.Wor. Shr)!
w.Som.! nw.Dev.! Cor.; pentis Hrf.? Suf!; pentus Cum. ;
pentys w.Yks® [pentas, -is.] 1 A shed attached to
the side of a house, esp. the shed belonging to a smithy,
where horses stand to be shod.

Nbb.! Dur. MarsuaLL Review (1808) I. rea, Lakell Cum.
She thrusts out her lip leyke a pentes, Axpensox Ballads (ed.
1B40) §o; We com anunder a terrable lang pentus, Sancissox Jor
.sm{(;se:) 14; Cum.}4, w.¥ks3, Chs.'S, StL!, Der.?, nw.Der.,
Notl, Leil, War. (J.LRW.), Ward  Wor. Blacksmith's shop with
pent house, Evesham Jru. (May 19, 1900). ne.Wor. (J.W.P.),
aWor, (H.K.), Sbr.}, Hrt?, Hat (T.P.F.), Suf!, Ken. (G.B.),
Som. (W.F.R.) w.Sem.! Paintees. Applied sclely to the shed
belonging to a smith's shop, where horses stand to be shod.
(Always so called, and so pronounced.) nw.Dev.! Also, the porch
often seen before a cottage door. Cer. P4 for mending the Pen-
tices, Haxmonp Cor. Parish (1897) 76.

2. Canvas or m;gaulin to lay over a stack or corn, &ec.
on a wagon. Suf' 3. A hen-coop for chickens. Pihp,

8 Pr:dow. of an howse ende, appendicium, Prompt. A
shorten L

form of appentice.]

Figure 16: Text of the entry for PENTHOUSE with image of the EDD paper version

Figure 16 is still based on a query within the simple mode for headwords. Boldfacing
and highlighting are, however, always the same, no matter what a query refers to.

4.2. Survey: retrieval window

With a click on advanced eight optional parameters are provided. All these have a
significant share in the EDD’s content, but they are somewhat hidden within entries,
unlike in most modern dictionaries, where many of these types, for example
compounds, are lemmatised.

The sub-menu of the advanced button is given in Figure 17.

search [J last resutt | Clear |

search in [ simple ][ advanced]

U definitons (] citations (] comments (] variants
[J derivations [ compounds [ combinations [] phrases

Figure 17: Search window of EDD Online in the advanced mode
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As one can see in Figure 17, the advanced mode allows for access to eight
parameters.

Before we start discussing these in detail, we should raise the general question as to
which parameters can be combined with each other and how they can be combined
with filters. The answer is given by the red frames surrounding unacceptable options.
Figure 18 demonstrates the principle.

("] EDD references [ EDD ONLINE Guide | ] contact

EDD Onfine 4.0 B

search el [ last result ‘ dear:‘ search protocol mart IN (compounds) |
search in search filters
- e . dialect areas arts of speech honetic etymolos
Idefinitions  _jcitations _Jcomments Jvariants [ ] [ > P ] [ P ] [ Y 9y ]
[ derivations compounds [ combinations | _jphrases [ usage labels ] [ SOUrces ] [ morphemic ] [ time spans ]
21 items in 13 entries found W Reverse | entry
COURT, sb.1

(7) Court-martials
Sc.
Eng.
CRAG, sb.1
(2) Crag-mart
Cum.4
FEED, v., sb.
(2) Eed-mart
Sig.
FOUMART, sb.
(1) Foumart-cat
Chs.1
(2) Foumart-dog
Lan.

Figure 18: Marking acceptable and unacceptable combinations of parameters and filters

Figure 18 demonstrates that the search for compounds also allows for a simultaneous
search for derivations and combinations but excludes pairings with all other
parameters. As to the filters, only five of them can be combined with the parameters
just focused on. While the inclusion of phrases would also have made sense here
from the philological point of view, our programmers objected in this case (and a few
other cases) because the structure of phrases was incompatible with the XQuery
routine applied for compounds.'

4.3. Definitions

The first parameter, definitions, restricts a query to those sections of entries that
topicalize the meaning of lemmas or word formations in them. This mode offers itself
as a basis for studies of semantic fields. For example, users may search for gir/, at
the same time activating the dialect-button (for Scottish counties). They will then get
99 strings girl in the definition block, plus the dialects attributed to them (see Figure
19).

1 X-Query was our search language for writing our search commands.
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girl [ last result [ girIIN(definitions) FOR (Aberdeenshire OR Angus (or Forfai

search in [ simple ][ advanced ] search filters
dialect rts of h honeti 1) I
definitions  _jcitations _Jcomments _variants [ alec’ areas ] [ pars o speed ] [ phonete ] [ symoe
_|derivations _jcompounds | _jcombinations _jphrases [ usage labels ] [ sources ] [ morphemic ] [ time spe
BESSY, sb.1 BIRD, sb. 1 In var. dial. uses in Sc. and Eng.
1. girl 1. A young bird, a chicken; fig. a young girl or man.
See Brid, Burd.
Bnff.1 Sc. ‘Peggy, my bonny bird,’ continued the hostess, addressing
BlCKER'RAIDv sb. E a little girl of twelve years old, ScoTT Old Mortality (1816) xli
girl Ayr. The craw thinks its ain bird the whitest, GaLt Entail (1823)
Ixv. Dur. Hen and birds (K.). Slang. There we fell in with a bird
sz h tops, H T B Oxf. (1861) vi
In mahogany lops, HUGHES rown VI
BIRD, sb.1
: 2. A cock.
I 1. girl Pem. She've a got two birds 'long with her powltry (E.D.). Dor.
Ayr_ Four hens and cne bird, Advt. in w.Gazetfe (1895)
3. A partridge
BLINK, v. ; War.3 Nrf. Are there many birds this year? (WR E )
(1) gi rl Cozens-HarDy Broad NIf. (1893) 2. w.Som.1 Aay zeed u fuyn
AW. kuub-ee u buurdz uz mau-rneen [I saw a fine covey of partridges
Rxb. this morning]. nw.Dewv.1
4. Comp. (1) Bird-boy, a boy employed to scare birds
BOGLE, S_b" & from grain; (2) Bird-clacker, a clapper used to frighten
3. girls birds; (3) Bird-corn, see Bird-keep; (4) Bird-dubbing, see below; (5)
Slk. Bird-duffer, a bird-seller; (6) Bird-eyed, near-sighted; (7) Bird-fraying,
BUCKIE. sb.4 driving away birds from corn or grain; (8) Bird-keep, lean
. grains of corn mixed with the seeds of weeds separated by
2. g.lrl the winnowing machine; (9) Bird-knapping, a method of
Fif. sharing birds by night; (10) Bird-mouthed, unwilling to
BUNCH, sb.1, v.1 speak out, shy of expressing an opinion; (11) Bird-s-neesen,
7. girl birds'-nests; (12) Bird's-neezening, bird's-nesting; (13) Bird-thief,
-9 the cuckoo; (14) Bird-tides, especially low tides occurring
Ayr. annually about midsummer; (15) Bird's-wedding-day, St.
CALLACK, sb. Valentine's day.
girl (1) n.Lin.1, Nhp.1 (2) Hrf.2 (3) n.Lin.1 (4) Glo. Walking down

Figure 19: Search for gir/ as a string of definition (implicitly truncated), plus filter dialect
area = all Scottish counties

Unlike in Version 3.0 of EDD Online, there is now a direct relationship between
retrieved search strings and dialect areas, which is made transparent to the user by
the addition of the numerus currens figures in the list of retrievals: the only
occurrences of a search string retrieved are those that share the same counted section
of an entry with the requested dialect areas. In the case of BIRD, this applies to the
abbreviation for Ayrshire (Ayr.) in section 1 of the entry. As regards any of the other
filters, they can also be added within the general limits, i.e. usage labels, sources,
and etymology can likewise be opted for with terms of definitions.

The parameter definitions has also fundamentally been revised so that it now allows
searches not only for strings, but also for complete texts, i.e. of whole definitions.
Users may try out this additional query routine; however, when searching for * in
definitions, they should avoid overburdening the system by activating filters or by
limiting the search in the first place. For example, they may retrieve the entry for
BIRD (as a headword) and then, with the help of the /ast-result button, search for *
in definitions by adding all possible dialect areas. The result, particularly in the
column-2 counted mode, will allow them to draw interesting conclusions as to the
semantic productivity of the word bird in dialect.

4.4. Citations

Citations triggers searches for strings of texts quoted by Wright from sources. The
syntax in these blocks of citations is the most unpredictable part of the entries. This
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comes as no surprise because the "style sheet" of the often-abbreviated references
variably depends on the authors quoted. The citations are, thus, a mixture of
illustrative and explanatory text. Only the first type can provide evidence of authentic
dialect text.

Two tools are provided for users to split up the two types of text. One is the option
of a kwic-concordance routine, which provides the immediate neighbourhood of a
string in the text (kwic = ‘key word in context’). The concordance can be activated
with a click on citations followed by another click on with concordance in the pop-
up window. The default mode is without concordance because the production of the
concordance takes extra time.

Figure 20 demonstrates the functioning of the parameter of citations, with house as
a search string and the concordance mode activated.

search Jle[VELS] [ last result [ _ search protocol house IN (citations)

search in [ simple } (advanced | search filters
_ldefinitions citations _|comments _|variants { dialect areas J { parts of speech ] { phonetic ]
_|derivations _|compounds _|combinations _|phrases [ usage labels J [ sources J [ morphemic ]

3,226 items in 2226 entries found 1st slot to the left v entry T

w.Yks.5 Whoas a better house an'l A-Z of query strings

1st slot to the left

N. & Q. (1856) 2nd S. i. 324. Wor. (C.W.) (29) sw.Lin.1 It's

the farms and beftermost houses IN €8 2nd slot to the left so different, one can't seem to get under it. (30, a) s.Not. Since they
Not. A passage between houses  with g 1st slot to the right went to the big house, she's got up a bit, and don't seem so free
Acovered passage between  houses  ne.Lg 2d slot to the right with me (J.PK.). (b) n.YKs. (IW.) (31) Oxf.1 (32) Sc. Whiles
a covered passage between houses leading into an open when fowk get up in years, KEiTH Indian Uncle (1896) 11. (33)
n.Yks.2 A brave bieldy house w.Yks. We'll sit daan n.Sc. To get upo' the fingers (Jam.). (34) Edb. Upon my word
season makes a bien house Ramsay Prov. 1737 A you've got well up, MACNEILL Bygane Times (1811) 44. (35) n.Sc.
went to the big house she's got up a (Jam.) Abd. Some o's wad gat I the lug Wi a steen, ANDERSON
ladies from the big house should stand gossip Carleton Rhymes (1867) 4. (36) Sc. (W.C.) (37) Sc._JlngIlng Geordie is
so damnably ready with his gold-ends of wisdom, and sae cursedly
Holland-tide at the Big House Kennedy Evenings Duffrey 186¢ backward with his gold-ends of siller, that by our royal saul, we
beyant in the big house often did afore Lover are glad to get a hair in his neck, ScoTT Nigel (1822) xxxi. (38)
out of the big house she would not complain n.Lin.1 Them ketlocks is gettin' a head fast; thaay'll chodk
Is it a big house then Switching lad all th' barley if thaay're not seen to. Oxf.1 MS. add. (39)
cradle of the big house Brierley Waverlow 1863 27, Lnk. I'm sae cauld, I'm like to greet;... Oh! let me in to

get a heat, BLack Falls of Clyde (1806) 110. (40) Som. When
volks cud do what thay'd got a mind to, AGRIKLER Rhymes (1872)

B9 Aar Whi Tam hal an at o mind ta Hannoh an! cha ha?

been minded of Bingley House Midl. Cties. Herald (May
plenishing within the bishop's house Spalding Hist. Sc. 1792

Figure 20: Search for house as a string of citations, with kwic-concordance

As Figure 20 reveals in the small window of a drop-down menu, additional sorting options
are provided, allowing for users to arrange the retrieval list according to the first or second
slot, either to the left or to the right. Moreover, users can, of course, opt for any of the filters
compatible with generating a concordance, for example, by selecting a certain dialect area.
This offers them a clearer picture of dialect keywords in context.

The second tool for creating context, new in EDD Online 4.0, can provide complete quotation
texts.
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* last result [ m search protocol * IN (citations) FOR (Aberdeenshire)
search in E search filters
picfnitions Ecitations (Jomments.  [variants [ dialectareas | [ partsofspeech | [ phonetic ) [ etymology
Jderivations _jcompounds _jcombinations _jphrases [ usagerabels | [ sources | [ morphemic ) [ time spans
7.010 ftems i 4143 entres found B Reverse | entry
BAILCH, sb. BAITEN, pp. Sc. Eaten, bitten. See Bate, v.4
Nae bursen bailch, nae wandought or misgrown, Abd. _W.a didna ken bit wir muckle tae mith be baiten awa' or
But snack and plump and like an apple round, ST, Aa. Wiy: Free Fress (Jan. 23, 1004).
Abd.
BAITEN, pp. [5]
We didna ken bit wir muckle tae mith be baiten
awa' or momin',
Abd.
BAKE, v.1

The dough is kneaded in the baking-case
Abd.
BALK, sb.1
The hills and heath ground... appear to have been
under cultivation,... at least that partial kind of it
called balk and burral, which consisted of one
ridge very much raised by the plough, and a
barren space of nearly the same extent,
alternately,
Abd.
He stenn'd bauk-height at ilka stride,
Abd.
BALL, sb.1, v.1[5]
Here at the Christmas Ba'ing, There
Abd.
BALOW, int., sb.
Sing baa-loo to the bairn. Hence, ‘come to yer
baa-loo’ means ‘come to bed’

Abd.
Figure 21: Searching for * in citations, with dialect filter (county Aberdeenshire)

In Figure 21 I have selected Aberdeenshire. The retrieved passages of text are likely to
include many Scotticisms from Aberdeenshire. The presentation mode is still that of the
original result, with the quotations correlated with the headwords. In order to get a small
Aberdeenshire corpus, users can change the sorting mode to column 2 counted; more than
7,000 quotations are then alphabetically arranged.

4.5. Comments

The comments attached by Wright at the end of entries are, from the point of view of
dialectology, of secondary importance. They occasionally refer to dialects,
particularly to American and other overseas English, but mainly topicalize literature
(including Shakespeare, Chaucer and medieval anonymous works), as well as the
history of English before the 18th century and etymology. They also often refer to
affixes. Moreover, they contain many labels.

Comments generally refer to entries as a whole, so that the more general search for
headwords seems, by and large, more advisable, as such a search would cover the
whole entry. All relevant information concerning strings in the comments can be
retrieved this way.

Searches for complete texts (*) in comments, however, are a different matter. Similar
to the built-in function of providing coherent citations (see 4.4), we have now
implemented the option of retrieving the complete comments. Combined with any of
the four filters that are accessible, for example, Dutch OR Flemish as an etymological
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marker, the production of the comments concerned can be seen as a treasure trove —

as Figure 22 may illustrate.

search |

~Idefinitions _jeitations comments _Jvariants

_lderivations _jcompounds _jcombinations _jphrases

233 items in 233 entries found

Du.
BANGLE, sb.
[Bangle (a local word), a large rough stick, Ash
(1795). A der. of bang, sb.2 Cp. Du. bengel, a logg
of wood or timber (Hexham).]
Du.
BANK, v.1
[2. Cp. the phr. ‘a bank of clouds’ for a long, flat-
topped mass of cloud lying just above the horizon.
The word bank is used in this sense in many
Germ. and Scand. dialects. Cp. Du. bank (Kluyver,
979), WFlem. bank (De Bo). ON. bakki, heavy
clouds in the harizon (Vigfusson); so Norw. dial.
bakke (Aasen). G. bank (Sanders); hence LG.
banken, used of a bank of clouds (Berghaus).]
Du.
WFlem.
BASEL, v.
[LG. baseln, ‘verwirrt, vergesslich sein; blind und
wiuthend, oder doch unbesonnen auf Etwas
losgehen’ (Berghaus); MLG. baseln, ‘kopflos
handeln’ (Schiller-Lubben). This word is a freq. in -
el of a vb. found in many G. dials. Holstein basen,
‘irren, gedankenlos gehn' (Schitze); Bremen
basen, ‘delirare’ (Wtbch.); LG. basen, ‘irrsinnig
geworden sein, namentlich in Folge delirii
trementis’ (Berghaus). EFris. basen, ‘rasen, toben’
(Koolman). Du. basen, to rave (Hexham).]
Du.

D tastresut | P S - |N (comments) FOR (Dutch OR Flemish)

search filters
[ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ] [ phonetic l [ etymology ]
[ usage labels ] [ sources ] [ morphemic ] [ time spans ]

® Reverse | enty [rap J mase oo

BASEL, v. Sc. Nhb. Also written baisel Nhb.1;

bazzle Sh.l. [bé-zl, ba‘zl.] To rush about, runin a

hurried and laborious manner.

Sh.l. Bassle, to struggle in water as in drowning (Coll. L.L.B.).

Nhb. In common use (R.O.H.}; Nhb.1 A'm baiselin ma sel ta get

dyun ' time te catch the train.

[LG. baseln, ‘verwirrt, vergesslich sein; blind und
wiithend, oder doch unbesonnen auf Etwas losgehen’
(BEraHAuUs); MLG. baseln, ‘kopflos handeln’ (ScHILLER-LUBBEN).
This word is a freq. in -el of a vb. found in

many G. dials. Holstein basen, ‘irren, gedankenlos gehn’
(ScHiitze); Bremen basen, ‘delirare’ (Wtbeh.); LG.

basen, ‘irrsinnig geworden sein, namentlich in Folge
delirii trementis’ (BErRGcHAuUS). EFris. basen, ‘rasen, toben’
(KooLman). 51T basen, to rave (HExHAm).]

Figure 22: Text-search for comments, with a focus on Dutch OR Flemish etymons

4.6. Variants

Most of the variants that have been tagged by us as such are — as in the Oxford
English Dictionary — phonological and spelling variants, but some are also generally
lexical or semantic "variants", i.e. synonyms or homophones/polysemes. As regards
filters, variants can only be combined with dialect areas. The compatibility of other
filters in EDD Online 3.0 has been cancelled because their correlation with variants
turned out to be misleading: the other filters practically always refer to units in an
entry other than the variants.

Figure 23 shows a search for variants beginning with a y-, combined with the dialect
filter (all English counties).
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m y” _|jcase-sens. [] last result [ search protocol y* IN (var) FOR (Bedfordshire OR Berkshire OR Bu

search in [ simple ][ advanced] search filters

Uldefiniions  [Jjcitations [Jjcomments variants [ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ] { phonetics ] E
[jderivations [_jcompounds [_Jjcombinations [Jjphrases [ usage labels ] [ sources ] [ morphemics ] E
672 items in 243 entries found B Reverse | eniry mag
A, num. adj. ABLE, adj. Sc. and all the n. counties to Yks. and Lan. Also in
ya Lin. Lei. War. Hrf. Rdn. Som. Also written
aiable ne.Lan.1, abable n.Yks.1, yable Dur.1 Cum.2 Wm.,
Cum.1 yabble Cum 3 Wm. nYks 2 m Yks and e Yks. Lan : yabbable
Wm. nYks. 2 see below. [&-bl, eabl, yé&-bl, yea bl ]
1. Of sufficient means, well-to-do, rich
Yks. MN.Cy.1 Able, wealthy: an able man. Mhb. It was plain as
w.Yks.1 a pike-staff that he wad syun be won (one) o' the yebbilist men
Lan.1 i' the country side, Keelmin's Annewal (1869) II; Nhb.1 Obs.
: Dur.1 Able, possessed of large pecuniary means. Cum.3 Yan o'
yah t'yablest men i thur parts. Wm. A varra yabble man i heeh life,
Wm. Crarke Spec. Dial. (1868) Jonny Shippard's Jurna. n.Yks.1
n.Yks.2 Manny B. is nane sae needful; she's a yabble body eneugh
. ) e.Yks.1 Yabble, somewhat wealthy, ‘Bob's a yabble chap; he can
yaa live wi oot wahkin (working), MS. add. (TH.) wYks. Able,
Wm. wealthy, an able man, Hifx. Wds. ne.Lan.1 Aiable, wealthy
. ne.Der.1 War. (J.RW.) Hrf. Able, a Herefordshire word
ABLE, adj' meaning wealthy, as ‘An able man,” Bounp Prov. (1876) Hrf.1;
I yable Hrf 2 Able, well-to-do in money matters. Rdn_ Able, rich, well-to-do,
Dur.1 Morean Rdn. Wds. (1881)

2. Of objects: substantial.

Cum.2 n.¥ks.2 A yabble pie-crust, one of substantial construction
Wm. 3. Able for, fit to cope with
yabble \Ir 2.?;.1.(2&; ll:lle;\fer be able for the attomies, Paddiana (1848)
Cum.3 4 Fit, subject, liable
Wm. Sc. If found hable or fit for being received at a college, ParisH of
n.Yks.2 Mortiach Statist. Ace. xvil. 433 (Jam.). C?um [He] is noo yeble to be
beggared if folks hev a mind, Linton Lizzie Lorton (1868) 11l 116.
m.Yks. 5. To spell able, to perform a difficult task in fulfilment
e Yks. of a boast. (Cf. Amer. to spell baker.)
MN.1.1 Can you spell able? [are you sure you can do what you
Lan. are bragging about?] Cum., Wm. A defiant rustic jeer, at boast
yabbable of future achievements, was, ‘Thou mun spell yable, furst’ (M.P.)
n.Yks.2 6. Hence (1) Ableless, ad). incompetent, careless, listless,
awkward. (2) Ablement, sb. (a) ability, mental power,;
ACORN, v. (b) bodily strength. (3) Ableness, sb. strength, agility. (4) Ablesome
yacorn adj. wealthy, well-to-do. (5) Ablish, adj. somewhat able
Hrf.

-

Figure 23: Parameter variants combined with dialect filter “all English counties”

My query in Figure 23 is motivated by the role of so-called j-insertion (with /j/
represented by <y>), which I examined in Markus 2011. This dialectal deviation from
the English standard, a phenomenon complementary to s-dropping, was common
practice in the LModE period. Figure 23, after the result’s rearrangement in the
column-2 mode, would show the distribution of y-variants, such as yalhoose for ‘ale-
house’, in English counties.

4.7. Derivations

While Wright's concept of "derivations" was surprisingly correct, there have
occasionally been contestable cases where the "bound" quality of a prefix or suffix,
the prerequisite of a derivation, may be questioned. In the Innsbruck project, we did
not want to investigate this issue theoretically, but usually followed Wright, who, in
the EDD, generally introduces derivations by the introductory marker Aence. In rare
cases, however, hence has also been used for the introduction of other types of word
formation, for example, “combinations”. In our work this was no big problem as long
as the types were clearly kept apart. But occasionally the EDD provides different
groups of word formation under the heading "hence", or under some other heading.
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Such cases of inconsistency took us extra time to disentangle, but our aim has been
to keep the different types of word formation apart. Figure 24 demonstrates searches
within the parameter derivations.

W “ee _jcase-sens. [ last result [ II search protocol =ee IN (derivations)
search in search filters

[ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ]

[Jdefinitions ~ (Jjcitations Cjcomments  [jvariants phonetics ] [ etymoogy |

[ derivations  [J compounds [] combinations [jphrases [ usage labels ] [ sources ]

(
[ morphemics ][ time spans ]

eniry e

14 items in 14 entries found

original result kd B Reverse

Brks.1 it weant come undone (TH.R.). War. (JRW.), Hri.2 e An1
. Dale me if I don't. Wil. ‘Dal thee body!" cried the dame, AKERMAN
e.Suf. Tales (1853) 32. Som. Dall his buttons! Ravmono Love and Quist
w.Mid. Lire (1894) 27
. Hence Dalled, pp. and pp!. adj. ‘damned’
Wil. Lan_ Aw'll be dal'd iv aw care't what becoom on mi, LaHEE
w.Som.1 Owd Yem, 7. Lin. Be dall'd! It made my heart feel queer, BRown
Dev. Lit. Laur. (1890) 44. s.Wor. Porson Quaint Was. (1875) 9. Glo.
Dalled if "er wurn't a-most djed. Buckman Darire’s Sgjourn (1890)
DOLE, sb.2, v.2, adj. 139; Glo.1 Dalled if | know. Brks.1 vw.Mid. Dalled if | a'nt bin
(1 ) Doolanee an'’ forgot my pipe! (W.P.M.) Wil. That dalled keeper has left
an earth open, Jerreries Hodge (1880) | 187; Dald if her did not
Rnf. tell I, ELus Pronunc. (1889) V. 45; Wil.1 'Tes allus a caddlin’ zart of
FLARE, v.1, sb.3 a job takin' they fat beasties to Swinnun Market, but dall'd if ever

I had such a doin’ wi 'em afore as "twer isterday, 213. Som. But
be dalled if we do want Popery, Ravymono Love and Quiet Life

(1)Flaregee

eAn.1 (1394) 53. w.Som.1 Nif | do, Il be dalled. Dev. I'l be dalled ef
FLY, v., sb.2 ‘er 'athen azot down in a brimmel bush, HeweTT Peas. Sp. (18592)
153; | be dalled if doan’t make me wild to think bout, PriLLroTTs
(1)Flee Dartmoor (1895) 78.
Rnf. Hence (1) Dally! (Dalleel) an exclamation of surprise
(2) Dally-buttons, a joyful exclamation
GAG, sb.2, v.2 (1) Brks. Daklee! that's got ‘un (M.J.B.); Brks.1, e.Suf. (FH.)
(1) Gaggee w.Mid. Dally! if I'd only knawed that afore, he wouldnt a' got
Lnk. orf so easy! Common (W.PM.}. Wil. SLow GI. (1892). w.Sem.1
Daa-lee, zirl kaa-n ni-vur voo-urd tu die- ut vur dhu muun-ee [Dall
GAPES, v. ‘ee, sirl (1) can never afford to do it for the money]. Dew.
(ﬂ ) Gapesee Dalles! Whot's abeut now making awl this yer upstore? HEweTT

Peas. Sp. (1892). (2) Dev. Aw! Dally buttons! | doant knaw
) wheer tu begin tellin’ 'e, PHiLLPOTTS Dartmoor (1895) 158; Aw!
Wil.1 dally-buttons! yer com'th like a ‘ouze avirel HeweTr Peas Sp

Lan.

Figure 24: Search for derivations ending in -ee

There is an output in Figure 24 of 14 matches. Generally speaking, the parameter
derivations permits a combination with all filters except phonetics and morphemics.
The dialect filter is automatically activated.

Users interested in derivations may, however, make use of the filter morphemics,
mentioned earlier, which offers a selective list of the most common bound pre- and
suffixes. The advantage of this filter is that it does not only find derivations within
entries and that it neatly marks them as such (like Gaggee in Figure 24), but it also
finds headwords that happen to be derivations. The search for -ee in the filter mode
would have provided many more matches (namely 443, vs. the merely fourteen of
Figure 24).

Note that in either search routine concerning morphemes, the query is based on the
mere string *ee, no matter whether it is morphemically functional or not. Therefore,
findings such as agree and flee have to be eliminated from the retrieval list.

4.8. Compounds

The usual introductory marker in the original text is "Also in comp". The high
frequency of this marker is in line with the observation that dialects are extremely
creative, even hyper-productive in compounding (cf. Markus 2012). Accordingly,
compounds in the EDD may be a very promising field of study in dialectology.
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One point of warning may be added. Hyphenation is a non-reliable criterion of
compounding. After all, Wright was mainly confronted with spoken dialect use and,
thus, obviously found it difficult or impossible to decide in individual cases whether
a compound had to be hyphenated when written down, or not. His quotations confirm
the generally inconsistent use of hyphens in dialect texts. Accordingly, the hyphens
Wright has actually used in practically all compounds — very short ones so that they
could almost be addressed as points — are ambiguously bi-functional: they always
mark the morphemic border between the constituents of compounds, and they
additionally suggest hyphens in many cases.

The filters to be combined with compounds are: dialect areas, etymology, usage
labels, sources and time spans. Note that the dialect areas, if not specified by the user,
are by default added in the retrieval output.

In the example of Figure 25, the search string *man, combined with the filter “all
English counties”, has produced 156 matches.

*man last result [ *man IN (compounds) FOR (Bedfordshire OR Berkshire OR Buckinghamsl -
search in search filters:

definitions | citations comments variants ([ calestaea ] [ partofspeech ] [ Phonetic ) [ etymobgy ]
derivations ¥/ compounds [ combinations | phrases [ usage label ] [ source ] [ morphermic ] [ time span ]
156 compounds in 137 entries B Reverse | entry
ALMOUS, sb. n.Cy. Grozz (1790) Nhb.1, w.Yks.4 a

= 2.In comp. (1) Bead-house, (a) an alms-house or religious
RS AT house, (b) a workhouse: (2) Bead|sfolk (3) Bead-man, (4)

w.Yks.5 Bead-wife, (5) Bead-woman, persons who inhabited religious
APRON, sb. houses and alms-houses, and offered up prayers for the
NA repose of the sauls of the founders.
(1) Apron-man (1, 8) Sc. (GW), Dur. (K.), n.Yks.12, s.Not. (J PK.), n.Lin.1,
n.Yks.2 War.3 Dev.3 The bead-house stood within the boundaries of the
ASH, sb.1 churchyard walls and was occupied, until very recently. by the
sexton or clerk and the butty woman. (b) m.Yks.1 (2) Nhb.1
(14) Ash-man The hospital of our Lady called West Gate Spital was founded, as
n.Yks.2 it is reported, by the inhabitants of the town of Newcastle, for

the purpose, among other objects, of keeping six beadfolks in
the almshouse there, WeLroro Hist. of Newc. in XVI. Cent., 235,

BACHELCR, sh.1

(3) Bachelor-man Item: To the bede-folk at certain times. Bs. 10d.; for twenty
Dor. chalder of coals to the bede-folk, 17s. 4d LFORD Hist. of Newg. in X Cent. 202. (3) Sc. The
. puirest beadsman of St. Andrews, WiLson Tales (1836) 1. 279.
BARGAIN, sb. Nhb.1 The hospital of St. Mary Magdalene at Newcastle provides
(2) Bargain.man for ‘three poor beadsmen.” n.Yks.1; n.Yks.2 Obs. Beadsman
Nhb. 1 one in old times appeinted to pray or tell his beads’ for the
° welfare, temporal and spiritual, of his benefacters; kings having
BARROW, v., sh.2 their pensioned beadsmen in different places, who wore a cloak
(4) Barrow-man of a given colour with a shoulder-badge. (4) n.Yks.12 (5)
n.Yks.1
Nhb. [The dial. vb. bead (bede)is the same word as ME. bede,
Dur. a prayer. | stode seyinge my bede, Cursor M. (c. 1300)
Nhb.1 17672_OE. (ge)bed, a prayer, cogn. w. OS. beda, OFris.
: bede. (1) Bedehouse, an alms house, so called because
BEAD, v.1 it is supposed the poor peaple should there pray for
3) Bead-man their benefactors, AsH (1795); Bede-house, an hospital
I ( ) Nhb.A or alms-house, Kersey (1715); Thre bede houssez in ye
. seid town of Nottingham, Noft. Rec. (1543) Ill. 397.
n.Yks.1 OE. bed-hiis, a house of prayer (Hatton G. (c. 1160) Matt
xxi. 13), hence Wel. bettws (in names of places). Cp.
n.Yks.2 OHG. bete-has, templum’ (Ps. Trev. bowviii 1) (3)
(5) Bead-woman Bedes-men or poor people who pray'd for their founders
n.Yks.1 and benefactors, PriLLrs (1706); Beadsman, orafor,
precator, Skiuner (167 1), 1 will be thy beadsman,
BEGGAR, sb. Valentine, SHAKS. Two Gent. |.i. 18. (5) My humblest
(10) Beggar-man service to his grace: | am his beadswoman, SHIRLEY
se.Wor.1 Gratef. Serv. (1629)ii.1. (N.ED.)]
BELL, sh.1 -

Figure 25 Search for *man in compounds, filtered by “all English counties”

4.9. Combinations

Combinations show a lower degree of juncture between their elements than
compounds, a difference which probably goes hand in hand with factors such as (a)
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young age of the coining concerned, (b) (still) separate spelling of the elements of
the combination, and (c) the lack of the typical compound stress pattern, i.e. lack of
the initial stress. In addition to these features we may say with Onysko (2010) that
"combinations" in Wright's sense tend to be multi-word non-nominal or only partly
nominal constructions, usually with orthographic separation. By contrast,
"compounds" are nearly always "two-word nominal" constructions with
"orthographic unity" (if we ignore the dot-like hyphen), and phrases tend to be
constructions of three or more "content and function words [...] in orthographic
separation” (2010: 143).

Which of the filters do combinations allow? The answer is, the same as the
compounds, i.e. dialect areas, etymology, usage labels, sources, and time spans.

The equally important role of combinations vs. compounds in the EDD can be
gathered from the high number of matches in the query shown in Figure 26: 136
occurrences. The search string and the filter (all English counties) were the same as
with compounds.

“man last result_ | Y Bl “n IN (combinations) FOR (Bedfordshire OR Berkshire OR Buckingharf] »
search in search filters:

definitions citations comments variants [ dialect area ] [ part of spesch ] [ Phenetic ] [ etymelogy ]
derivations [ compounds (v combinations  |phrases [ usage label ] [ source ] [ morphemic ] [ time span ]
131 combinations in 111 entries Dngm\ resu\t B Reverse | entry map |mage
BLIND, adj. ordinary rotation; (5) Catch-day, a tenant's obligation; see below;
(5) Blind-man (6) Catch-fly, the snapdragoﬁ Antirrhinum majus; (7) Catch-grass,
) goose-grass, Galium Aparine; (8) Catch-man, a man who earns
wil1 his living by ‘catch-wark’ (q.v); (9) Catch-match, a match of
BOAT, sh. great advantage to one side; (10) Catch-rogue, (a) a constable
2) Board or bailiff; (b) see Catch-grass; (11) Catch-water, a drain for the
( ) ocarc-man purpose of catching water from higher ground and carrying
Sus. itinte a main drain, without flowing over the lower lands;
CANDY. sb.. v. (12) Catch-weed, see Catch-grass; (13) Catch-weight, a term used by hay-cutiers
| : when they cut hay into trusses of no particular
(2) Candy-man weight, (14) Catch-work, chance work, a day here and there
Nhb.1 without regular employment; (15) Catch-work men, men who
take irregular work in agriculture, &c.
Nhb.
: (1) Lan. That ut mak’ a rare catch-bo if it ud scme hoosted
Dur. lapt reaund, Ab-o'th™Yate's Xmas Dinner (1886) 12; Just like a bit
CATCH, v. of a catch-bo, Wauven Owd Cronies (1875) 221. (2) nw.Dev.1
' Ketch-. (3) Som. Jennss Dial w.Eng. (1859). (4) n.Yks. (LW.),
I (8) Catch-man War.3 Wor. As geed a tumip crep could be grown after early peas
n.Lin.1 as without them.__ that was a catch crop, Evesham Jm. (Jan
CUCKOO, sb.. v. 30, 1897). (5) Nhb.1 To go from the lord's house with a horse-load
! "' | of his goods, after sunrise, and retun before sunset, but
(4) Cuckoo's footman during that time net beyond a reasonable distance, Hooazon
Glo. Northumberland, Il. 67. (6) n.Lin.1 (7) Chs.13 (8) n.Lin1 (9)
GloA Sc. She made out her catch-match and she was miserable, Scomm
0. St Ronan (1824) vi_ (10, a) e.An.1 (b) Sc. {Jaw) (11) Lin.
CUNNING, sb., adj. A catch-water drain to cellect the extransous water, MiLLzr &
i Swerrorr Fenland (1878) vio n.Lin.1 sw.Lin.1 A new outfall and
2) Cunning man
( ) 9 drain from the main drain to Terksey Lock. which weuld act as
Not. a catchwater, Lin. Chron. (Dec. 15, 1882). (12) Yks., Lan. (13)
Nhp.2 Chs.1 (14) n.Lin.1 sw.Lin.1 He's only been at catch-work sin' he
Wor 1 left the mester. w.Som.1 Well. | "ant a-had nort but [kaech-wuurk]
se.Wor. since | comed away vrom Mr. Bond. nw.Dev.1 (15) Lin. The
Shr.1 large class of catch-work-men, with their wives and families. have
Hrf to herd where they can, Heam Eng. Peas. (1893) 67.
. 3. To fetch, take.
Ess. Gmg. Catch in some taters and cabbages (E.D ) Oxi., Bdf. Go
Sus. and keetch a pail of water (JLW.B.).
Hrmp 4. Of milk, puddings, &c - to burn slightly and stick to
' the pan in boiling. Gen. used in pp.
Dor. War.2, Wor. (J WP.) Shr.1 The milk's a bit ketcht this
Cor. momin’. Oxf.11 telled ee th' fire was t'quick to bwile milk, and 4
(3) Cunning woman -

Figure 26: Search for combinations with *man (plus filter all English counties)

Before we leave the parameter of combinations, it should be repeated that this
parameter can be combined with compounds and derivations in one query. We have
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implemented this facility mainly because Wright's division between the three
categories is not always linguistically reliable.

4.10. Phrases

Given Onysko's definition, mentioned above, that "phrases" in the EDD are three or
more "content and function words [...] in orthographic separation" (2010: 143), the
modern, more strictly syntactic definition of "phrase" must be taken with a grain of
salt. Users interested in phrasal verbs, for example, should try to find them under
both phrases and combinations. Clearly Wright's prototypical concept of a "phrase"
included, apart from similes and proverbs. multi-word idiomatic expressions, (cf
Onysko 2010: 143).

Notwithstanding this lack of full clarity in the definition of phrases, I present an
example in Figure 27 which illustrates the prolific role of common verbs in the
formation of phrases.

search elol _|case-sens. (] last result [ search protocol "go" IN (phrases)

search in { simple ] I advanced l search filters
[idefinitions [jcitations [Jjcomments [Jjpvariants [ dialect areas ] [ parts of speech ] [ phonetics ] C
[jderivations  [jcompounds [Jjcombinations phrases [ usage labels } [ sources ] [ morphemics ] C
352 items in 253 entries found B Reverse | entry map
* ULOVER MRk W1 (1047 1. D0, (11) NI | VVHSH d Halid el iinniet
HALIFAX, sb. is held up by the helve, and the flat disc of its ‘face’ placed

opposite to the observer, the upper portion of the disc is the ‘nose,’

go to Halifax and the lower, or portion towards the helve, is the ‘heel.’ (12)
HALSE, sb.1, v. Nr. (A.G.) (13) nw.Dev.1 ‘They've bin hammer-tackin' about
(3) to go down, or into, the wrong hause yur all day, but | doan’ zim they've got ort to shaw vor't.” "Ot
R b'ee hammer-tackin' about yur vor?’ (14) Abd. | have seen him
HALVER, Sb-- adj., V. do a feat which would put the best hammer-thrower to the blush,
to go halvers ANDERSON Rhymes (1867) 194. (15) e.Suf. (F.H.)

2. Phr. (1) as dead as a hammer, quite dead; (2) hammer

HAMMER, sb., v. ] and block, (3) hammer, block, and Bible, (4) hammer, block, and studly,

(1) to go to the homber-hand a boys' game; see below; (5) hammer and pincers, (6) hammer and
pinsons, the noise made by a horse when the hind-leg
RARINIER, €0, strikes the fore-leg; (7) hammer and tongs, (a) high words; also
| to go at a thing hammer and tongs in phr. to go at a thing hammer and tongs, to dispute or do
(9) to go at a thing hammer and pinsons violently; (b) curling term; see below; (8) the hammer
of it, the pith of a message; the principal cause of anything;
HART, sb., v. (9) to go at a thing hammer and pinsons, to set
to go harting about a thing with determination and force.

) (1) n.Cy. (J.W.) Lan. As deed as a hommer, LAYGOock Sngs.
HEAD, sb., ad]., v. (1866) 32. Brks.1 | chucked my stick at that ther rat an’ killed un
(29) to go at head as ‘dead as a hammer.’ (2) Abd. At the ‘Hammer and the Block'
(30) go out of head deal mony a sturdy blow, CADeNHEAD Bon Accord (1853) 189; One
S boy had to prostrate himself on his hands and knees, with his posteriors

Figure 27: Search for phrases with (non-truncated) go

The 306 matches shown in Figure 27 give rise to the suspicion that phrases, in the

particular shape of "compositional predicates”z, play a more important role than in
the English standard.

The parameter phrases allows for the same optional filters as the compounds and
combinations, 1.e. dialect areas, etymology, usage labels, sources, and time spans.
The filter usage labels, for example, would encourage the selection of

2

Cf Brinton and Akimoto 1999, and my review of this book in Anglia 122 (2004): 491-494.
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figurative/metaphorical phrases. Irrespective of the filters, searching for phrases
means that users type in a lexical part of the phrases and get the phrases in their
complete extension. Needless to add that users can also search for phrases as such,
1.e. without typing in a keyword in the search box. Criteria of selection would then
come from any of the five filters.

5. Final remarks

This guide to the interface of EDD Online is intended as a go-to source of help for
users dealing with our software’s complex options. After over a year of applying the
new platform myself, I am convinced that its value for English dialect studies is
enormous and that it is largely free of major mistakes. However, minor bugs cannot
entirely be excluded. Future users who eventually discover any or who have
questions or recommendations regarding EDD Online are invited to contact me or
Reinhard Heuberger (U of Innsbruck, English Department). My email address is
provided on our interface next to the icon for this guide.

One tool that has not yet been mentioned due to its recent implementation is the
availability of context; that is, of the surroundings of a given headword in the text of
the dictionary. While the parameters and filters allow for all kinds of ordered
selections, the original order of entries in the dictionary is not entirely irrelevant and
is a frame of reference that users may occasionally wish to come back to.

In addition to reading this guide, users are invited to explore the more sophisticated
tools and gadgets by themselves, in particular trying out the last-result mode, the
sorting options and the quantification illustrated by maps. Hopefully, EDD Online
will contribute to invigorate the general interest in (English) dialects, focusing not
only on individual words, but also on types of words, features and areas (cf. Markus
2018, 2021, 2022). And perhaps dialectology, as an ancient academic discipline, will
profit from the Innsbruck interface and change from a rather immobile caterpillar
into an attractive butterfly.
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